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THE 
COVNTERS 


DISCOVRSE, WITH 


its Varlets diſcovery , being a 


merry Dialogue bervvixt three 
cunning Rookes, vis. 


T WY the Serjeant, Catchell the Yeoman, and 
Sprall their Serting Dogge. 


— 


Spyal, 


Ow now wad fy what circumference and 
F== muſt 1 goe make to day ? I 


a' brave dance yeſterday , how wee 
traverſed the ?Ciry as ſo many boote-halers to get in 
prizes ! never did a Dunkirk Frigat watcha New- 
caſtle Collier, nor a jealous wife a wanton husband, 
nor yet a Cat a poore Mouſe , as we looked after 
deſperate debtors. 

Catchall, Faith Spiall I tell thee thouart one that 
ſtandeſt in no need of perſpective glaſles , for thy 
eyes are as —_—_ Hawkes, 25 dangerousas 

a Baſiliskes, thou nn of EE a2: ſpead-thrifr ro 


AS 


| (2) 
as many turnings as a Woodcock hath windings, 
and thou haft one quality more 3 thou art no kinne 
to the Snaile, nor yet to the Dormouſe 3 a flie-boat 
or a Turkiſh galley is not quicker at Seathanthy in- 
defat igable legs be on land, ſure rhou weareft fone 
Goole-gralle in thy ſhooes, tor Phyfitians ſay that 
Herbe will kcep thoſe that weare it from wearineſs. 

Spiall, Poxe of your jeſting* for me, I am ſure 
your hands would doe little without my eyes , never 
did a poore Mill-horſe tyre himſe!fe out of his $in, 
and labour out his owne eyes for others profit, more 
than I doe for yours, and to ſpeak truth,as the poore 
M1ll-!orſc is at laſt devoured by my Lord Maiors 
Hounds 3 are ſuch as we are by his Serjcants : 
what, will you give us any thingthis'morning? for I 
prore(t I am Grop-fick of ycRerdaies Phylick, I 
gave my felfe a vomit, but without the direction of 
any Quack-ſalver, and now a Modicum this morn- 
ing would bea generall reſtorative ro my watry ſto- 
mack, 

Catchall, Well Spial, let us goe ſee our Grand- 
Seignior Maſter Tenterhooke, tor he made a private 
compoſition laft night betwixt-rwo wilde mad-brain 
fellowes , that will maintaine him and us th this 
fortnizht 3 ifbc had not clapt injuſt as he did, I had 
ended the buſineſle, and pocketted the Caſh up my 
ſelte, but come, we will tohim, and never did a Bur- 
tholmew-faire beggar more earneſtly ſer upon a 
Gentleman paſſenger for an almes , than we wiil in- 
vade him for a good bit this morning, to ſatisfie our 
hungry mawes. 

Spit, Withall my heart, and I know hee will 
bid me welcome, for I can tell bim of two neſts -of 
great 
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reat wilde-fowle which are yet very fargT know their 
aunts, I ſpyed our their tak ing wivg to flic abroad, 
I followed, and faw. them houſed; and-like an olde 
{ctting dog,l tracedthem back againetotheir ſleep- 
ing holes, doe you rhink that this rewes will not bee 
welcome to M Temerhaske ? 1 faith Irhink you and 
he could as ill ſubſiſt without me, as a rew upſet A- 
pothecary could witlout rhe cuſtome- ot ſome well 
practiſed Phyitian. I'e affure you, itthe officers of 
the Counter had any charny in them, they would al- 

waics remeber fach as 1 am tor "their ſpeciall Be- 

nefaftors, and upholders 3 I have fent them in five 

or ſixe couple of rich feathered fowles 1n a weeke, 

which they have pulled bare, and devoured ina week 

after.3 no Poulterer can ſooner unplume a Partridge 

thanthoſe Coyſterels can a prodigall youngſter 1m 

the poultry 3 yonder isthe man we looked for, he is 

ſtirring betimes, I beleeve he is going about ſome 

Ambulſcado, come, we will up to him -;- how doe 

you Maſter T emterhooke ? 

Tenterhooke, What my two Harpies ? well mer, 
you could not have come in xfitter time, I have im- 
p'oyment fo both preſently , come, there is 
Cath fo 1ak rechand,and we will be joviall, 
doe we bu Intercept this Canary bird 3 he lies in 
Lime-ſtreete, and we will lay ſtrong lime-twigs for 
him 3 Gatchall, 1 hope your fingers are not ſoaped, 
and Spiall, your eyes are cleered this morning , are 
they not ? If we ſurround him, never was a narrow 
picce of Kerſies ſtretc':ed more upothe Tenters,then 
he fhall be by our Tallons,you muſt be fure to watch 
narrowly,he is an erfie Gul without a'{word,or ſtout 
company., he goes an Pluſh, and Ile warrant you 
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wewill mkcebimbluſh , chere be three paſſages to 
ſecure, Sptall,walke you by ſuch an Alley, and there 
ftand as if you were making water, but have 

to ſuch a doore, if any ſuch rich Capparuon'd youn- 
ker ſallies out, preſently withdraw you to us to ſuch 
a Taverne,we will about him like ſo many Wolves, 
and feaſt our ſelves upon his Caſh , or his Carcaſe. 

Catchall. What ſay you Spiallto this, is not this 
brave hunting, this 1s ha than beating of Hares, 
or threſhing, and hedging in the Countrey for two 
penceaday and porridge,what though we be curſed? 
yet you know the Foxe then fares beſt 3 Is not this 
M an-catching a brave trade > Thoſe whoare called 
ſpirits,that catch men for new plantations,are meere 
burter-fliesto us ; if once we utter bur our terrible 
Apologie, The King greets you, into what a ſhaking 
fir puts it men into, our men into the 
Counter, is more dreadfull thana Conſtables is in- 
ro the Kings ſervice. 

Spiall.Tuſh Catchab, now I am feed with good (il- 
ver, I am ready for any villany, I would not ſpare to 
betray my owne father : what though we be counted 
Varlets ? it is nothing, I would venture upon the 
_— _— —_ man with as good 4 ftomach, as 
a ry would upon a creeping pudding. Ilc 
deale plainly firrah with: thee, — offices muſt 
be like theeves upon the high-way ſide , have no re- 
ſpeRof perſons, command all to ſtand, all is fiſh 
that comes to the net with us, rich, or poore. 

Temterhooke, Doe but obſerve what a confeffion 
the young gallant will make when he is taken,oh how 
I rejoyce to heare him , he does it in hope to finde 
mercy at our hands, alas, it is much like that which 


Thieves 


Thieves make ar the place of execution, without any 
ws ay 5 A man tay as well boke 
mercy at the ofan Argiere pirate , as at a 
Serjeants, for we are as cruell by land, as they ate by 
Sea, they paſle them away tothe Gallies, and we to 
the Gal , When we cope ſuch a Sparke at any 
time, the firſt placeof debating the matter, is, if hee 
be well lined with monies, the next Taverne , but if 
he bea bird but of an ordinary flight, then the next 
rotten, olde, darke Alchouſe , our intent is there to 
gorge our ſelves upon him, as ſo many Carrion 
Crowes,and to fiſh our of him whether he be in fur- 
ther danger or nor, and ſometimes i is to ſend in the 
interim tothe Creditor, to give him intelligence 
that long looked for & come at uf andto bid to hafte ro 
the Counter , and enterthe ation againſt bim, for 
that is an uſuall trade with us , firſt roarreſt a man, 
and then enter the ationa little antidated, that our 
goo > 1,5 e yeuP 
Catchaf, Tuſh, that is as ufnall 25 it is for young 
wenches, firſtto adventure 2 gre:t belly , and when 
they are ſped, then ro procure a Licence, bar how we 
ſqueeze, him inthe interim, he = bave ſitren as 
eaſily bare buttockt upon thornes all the while, as ro 
have ftayed there | us, if we give him liberty 
.ro ſend toany of his friends, Spied, or he that 
we ſend, knowes how to protract time, or goe about 
other buſineſſe, or to ſay they were not at home , or 
elſe he would goe againe anontotheir houſes,and all 
this the poore gull takes for great curteſies from us, 
when it 1s vothing leſſe, forwe doe it eather to have 
the longer time to feaſt our ſelves in, or elſe rogaine 
monies of him for keeping himas we fay rages 


the Couriter, or to put him mro the greiter feares; 
while we fir and laugh arhim, 

Tenterhooke. Thus is all as true as Goſpel, but my 
nimble villaines, there is more you khow in it than 
all this 3 you know a priviledge that I have beyond 
all this, for if I ſmell that he 1s well lined with g01d 
no Chymult hath more dexterity to extrat fophiſt;- 
cate gold from other Minerals, than I have to ſcrue 
mettall out of his feathered pockets, I have a tricke 
under the vizzard of extraordinary Curtelic and f:- 
vour to drill this Buſlard home to my rooſte, where 
[ finde lodging at ten ſhillings a night,1nd dyct with 
a ſhoulder of Mutton, and a Capon , at thirty (hil- 
lings with the ſauce ; Vintners reckonings are often 
paid with brawling and quarrelling, but I have all 
paid me with hearty thankes, and a _ toboote, 
to be good unto him, if in caſe I ſee he will be fetch- 
ed off, I am ſure one or two daies to keep out of {1ghe 
of purpoſe, that his friends may ſpend the freer, and 
his ſcore runthe higher ; beſides when I do come in, 
I make as though I was ſorry for the Gentleman 
rrouble, when as it is a thouſand to one, but I have 
beenentring ſome other new afion againſt him, or 
clic informed fome of his other Creditors to doe ir 
while he is in Limbo, and then he and his friends 
will pay any thing to quit him of my houſe, when 
alas poore bird, I have agreed with another of m 
brethren totake him inag1ire as ſoone as 1 amr diff 
charged, befidealf this I have a deviſe th 20C fo his 
Creditors, todefire them not robe ſeen in the buſi- 
neſle as yet, telling them alſo, that it they keep off, 
and not cloze too {oon with him,they may have their 
full debt and charges , when-as all this while 1 doe 


work 
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workevnly to ſpin out my priſocer tothe higheſt ſtraine 
4s Sa 1 hy PEA © that you che. ye ſce, how I 
like a cruel devill torment this poore ſoule : Is rot this 2 
bravetrade my nimble dexterous flaves ? & how often have 
I at the upſhot got good fees for you allo ? 

Spiall, And doe you think great Commander, that all 
comes into your purſe ? Nollewarrant you, for if once I 
have found out but a debtors | ing, he ſhall not want for 
viſits, for once or twice a weeke I come and falute him, 
where I am ſareto bewell feed with an Angell at leaſt for 
concealment of him from your clutches; beſides good Sack 
and Clarret, and oftentimes good viduals too, for moſt 
men love liberty , and they will try all concluſions beforc 
thatof a Gaole, when once they are there, they give them- 
ſelves loſt men, andare as ſure bound, as Gally-ſlaves bee 
totheir Oares, 

Catchall, I proteſt I hold the City like a racket Court, 
and debtors tobe like Balls , Spial/ throwes them irto our 
hands, and we bandy them from one hazzard tothe other, 
moſt commonly under line, ſo that all that come in, are ci- 
ther toſt and loſt, or elſe broken and ſpoiled with our vio- 
lent uſage, weare like the gameſters , make ſport at their 
miſery, there are as few debtors come ſound off from our 
bands, as there doe ſound w-nches from old bawdy-houſes, 
or horſes from an old horſe-courſers ſtable, or full 
diſhes of meat from a dinner amongſt old Soldicrs in abe- 
leaguerdtowne. A Mildew rots not more ſheep, then wee 
conſume mens eſtates, what Catcrpillars are to fruit, that 
are we to prodigals. 

Temterbooke, \We may (I hope) | merfily amongſt 
our ſelves (old Rogues) hold the City like a Wilderneſs, 
and we be the beaſts of prey, if Uſurers be Tigers, and At- 
tornics be Leo rds.Clarkes and Sollicitors be Foxesand 
Badgers, your Informers and Promoters Whelps and Bea- 
ples, your Juſtices Clarkes as Cats, and if Brokers bee 

B Wolves 


Wolves andBeares ,' yet it is the firong timber of Serje- - 
ants, Yeomen, and Setters that bethe Lions and Maftives, 
if it werenot for us , you ſhould ſee Guildhall as empty of 
complainers, as Weſtminſter Hall is in a Vacation, 
or a dangerous peſt-time, we finde all thoſeyork, therefore 
all the reſt are in feewith us 3 what quick retnrne have we 
foure dayey in aweeke at Guild-hall 3- and it would feeme 
ſtrange if we ſhould not be well : d,as long as the Sheriffes 
keepe open houſe; Itell you Magpies cannot feed better 
in a full Cherry Garden,then we oc there. 

Spy-all. There's no feare of ourthrivingas long as men 
can borrow money, and forfeit their day of payment ; I 
have Tenterhooke , a liſt of mad ſhavers that will fall into 
your hands ere long , but all the miſchiefe is,they live in 
fortified places, fuch as are Milford-lane, Ramme- Alley, 
Chancery-lane, Grayes-Inne-lane, Charter-houſe, Grear' 
Saint Bartholomewes, the litt'e Minories , Saint Cathe- 
rines Liberty ,and the Tower freedome,if you dare make 

our approaches upon theſe Bulwarkes, and enter a ſtrong 
Larry on may be ſure of prizes enough. . 

Temterhooke. Poxe take you,doe you jeere us ? the name 
of tloſe Garriſons how it ſtartles me, I once had an enter- 
prize upon one of thoſe forts , and though rhe enemy had 
no intelligence a long time , tay I had poſleflion of my 
Captive,but ſuddenly the alarme was taken, or all the wo- 
men wereas ready as they be inthe Iles of leraſey and Garn- 
ſey,or in the Tle of Wight,upon the dif. overy of a French or 
Spaniſh Navie,and fought moſt deſperately, forharI was 
forc'dto foregoe my purchaſe,and glad I came off with life, 
you ſhall afſoone perſivade a rheefe to goe up Holborne 

Hill, and hang bimſelfe at Tyburne , as to get mee a- 
g1inſt any of thoſe Citadels againe. 

Catch-all. Let me have one paſſage with you amongſt the 
reft, I hada =_ fee once given me, when I w@#\Yeomanto 
- Serjeant Snep-all; to adventure upon that 'narrow $conce 
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called Raw- of key. We had our prize that wewernfor bur 
before we couldgeroff, we were inviraried byche eventies 
forces that lay in Ambuſcado ,, but wewere 10 imprifon'd, 
- ſoſentenc'd,ſo ſhav'd,ſotrumm'd,fo annointed, ſowaſhed, 
ſo {laſhed,aud gaſhed;that had we not {tunckeſo miſerably, 
L look't for no other preferment then to have beete flicd 
out-for'ſteakes for a breakefaſt 3 bur at laſt it was generally 
reſolved on;that ſeeing we were ſuch ſtinking Carrion,wee 
were fitter for Fiſhes or Duckes then tor men ,/ and ſoin a 
deſperate manner,we wcre flung over the Cattle walls into 
the water,citherto ſwimme or drowne, I never was in ſuch 
hot fervicebefore, and will never adventure it the ſecond 
time 3 ſee the markes they gave me on my face,head, hands, 
limbes , and butrockes. I'e-rather turne futurer ro m 

Lord Majors kennell of hounds , andbe bound all my lit 
tocarry guts to the Beares for a penny aday , then ever bee 
preſſed upon that thanklefle ſervice againe, 

Temerhooke, Come, come, there s no gaines -withour 
Paines imes weare hard put toit,but however we get: 
ſomething by th'hand, we have as many cheatingtrickes as 
a dancing Beare;though ſome eſcape, yet tis not one- of ari 
100, Well,lets beare ſome newes , what is thereany feir- 
ring? | 
oy-af, There was a rumorthe ct%er day;but I hope'tts 
but a report,that our Deanes ſhould be ſezrched ; and our 
Officers examined,about unjuſt fees, and unlawtull impri- 
fonment, twas ſaid too that the Serjearts ſhould be reduc'd 
to their pied-party-coloured-coats, and to anſwer to all 
ſuch priſoners as ſhould make juſt complaints againſt 
them,and rogiveſatisfaftiontothe parties wronged, 'twas 
reported likewiſe that priforers ſhould pay but two pence 
a night for their lodging,and not above four pence 2 meate, 
and that Serjeants ſhould not arreſt on the Lords day , and 
ſuch-as would not weare ſuch coats , ſhould be put out 
of office,and many ſuch bard Impolitions, 

B 2 Temter- 
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- Texterbooke. S'foot, if this be true, Lic goe ſell eb mw 
forthwith, for if all theſe InjunRions be —_—— ſhaf 
nere keepthem, and therefore it's beſt to ger hing for 
it intime 3 ſome locuſts cannot live in Iſracl, nor ſuch Ca- | 
terpillers be ſuffered in a reformed Kingdome , wee knoxw 
what hazzards we have rutine, and if we-thould be called to 
an account for them,we had better flec away then, ſtay ; as 
great as our ſelves have done ſo:befides, there be fuch ſtore 
of Protections out,that we know not how to ſeize upon a 
man for feare of loſt labour. I met with two ſuch this laſt 
weekez well lets make hay while the Sun ſhines,I am atraid 
ofthe worſt,if ſucha Leatber-fac'd fellow, as I or thou arr, 
ſhould but be brought into queſtion, our very downe-looks 
would halfc hang us,a blearc-ey d man had as good gaze up- 
on ſomany ſhining Suns at once intheir full ſuſtre , as you 
or I view that great Parliament at midday : well,I am for 
the countrey,Lic buy a little Farme and live thereon,and re- 


pert me for all my rmer iniquities,farewell. 


Catch-all. Will he fo ſoon caſhiere himſelte? ſure he has 
heard of ſome ill tothat company of Varlets , bur firrah 
Spy-«ll,what ſhall you and I doe? thou mayeſt have as 
an head toadviſe well as thou haſt eyes to ſpiewell, 

Spy-alf, Well, if you will be ruled by me,goe you to 
Gregory and ſee that incaſe you come into his hands as you 
are full you ſhall, that he ſhould quickly turne you 
from earth to your great Patron in hell, for that will be 
your habitation,you that putſo many into dens, tis fit that 
you ſhould live in one your ſelfe. 

Catch-all. And what will you doe you mad ſhve ? 

Spy.all, Who,I lewarrant you I am not to fceke, Ile 
poſt nr Italy and catch frogs, and preſent them to the 

uke of Parma, for Netherlandiſh Ducks, let me alone. 
Well for this time, 
Farewell, 
FINIS. 


